A Very Short History of Korea
	2333 B.C. (traditional)
	Koreans entered the Liao basin (a part of present-day China, north of present-day North-Korea).

	1122 B.C. (traditional)
	Koreans crossed the Yalu river (Kor.: Amnok (압록)) (present-day border between North-Korea and China) and founded the Korean civilization on the peninsula. The religion was shamanism; dolmens were erected.

	1122 B.C. – 313 A.D.
	Intermittent wars between Koreans and Chinese over the land.

	313 – 668
	The “Three Realms”:
1. Goguryeo (고구려), by far the largest, stretching from the Liao basin into half of present-day South Korea;

2. Baekje (백제), present-day south-west South Korea (Gwangju region).

3. Silla (신라, Sinra), present-day south-east South Korea (Ulsan region).

The region between Baekje and Silla (Nakdong basin and south coast) was occupied by the non-realm Gaya (가야), a confederation of tribes.

Buddhism was imported from China and exported to Japan.

The period ended by the other countries being conquered by Silla.

	668 – 918
	The “Silla Period”. Heyday of Korean Buddhist sculpture. The period ended by in-fighting.

	918 – 1392
	The “Goryeo Dynasty” (고려). Introduction of Confucianism, but art was still Buddhist. Briefly (1274–1281) occupied by Mongolians. Size was reduced to present-day Korea (North + South). Goryeo yielded the name “Korea”. The period ended through decay and Buddhist sloth.

	1392 – 1910
	The “Choson Dynasty” (조선, Joseon). Buddhism was outlawed and Confucianism reigned. Sculpture was in decay but painting reached great heights, often using stylized chrysanthemums. In 1443 King Sejong's (세종) scientists designed Hangul, the Korean alphabet.

The 1592–1598 war with Japan left the country in ruins. Most art, except painting, stopped, and Korea closed itself off from the world: the “Hermit Kingdom”.

Christianity was introduced around 1790 and flourished.

In 1876 Japan forced Korea to open harbors for international traffic.

	1910 – 1945
	Japanese occupation. The country was industrialized by the occupier. Korean government in exile under Syngman Rhee (이승만, I Seung-Man). The period ended with the defeat of Japan.

	1945 – 1950
	Korea was divided by the United Nations into a communist North Korea and a democratic South Korea, along the 38th parallel north.

	1950 – 1953
	The Korean War. North Korea obtained offensive weapons from China and South Korea received defensive weapons from the US. On June 25, 1950, North Korea attacked and overran South Korea. International forces pushed the North-Koreans back to the Chinese border, and with Chinese help North Korea pushed back to around the 38th parallel, the present border. Armistice followed on on 27 July 1953.

Both North and South Korea were in ruins; a peace treaty was never signed.


A Very Short History of North Korea
	1953 – 1994
	Democratic People's Republic under Supreme Leader Kim Il-Sung (김일성, Kim Il-Seong). The rebuilding of the country was based on a policy of “Juche” (주체, self-reliance), and centrally planned economy. Atheism and socialist realist art were prevalent. Juche, boycotts by the UN, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and failed crops combined to cause famines. The period ended with Kim Il-Sung's death.

	1994 – 2011
	Democratic People's Republic under Supreme Leader Kim Jong-Il (김정일, Kim Jeong-Il). The country started accepting foreign aid, and allowed tourism. Food rationing was phased out, but military expenses were still high. The period ended with Kim Jong-Il's death.

	2011 – 
	Democratic People's Republic under Supreme Leader Kim Jong-Un (김정은, Kim Jeong-Eun). Military prowess was emphasized, resulting in rocket launching and nuclear tests.


A Very Short History of South Korea

	1953 – 1960
	The “First Republic”, under the presidency of Syngman Rhee (이승만, I Seung-Man). Rebuilding the country was based on anti-communism and assistance from the US. Rhee's rule became increasingly harsh. Both Buddhism and Christianity were prevalent. The period ended with Rhee being ousted after the Masan student revolt (April 19, 1960).

	1960 – 1987
	A period of experimentation with different government forms, resulting in four more republics and a period of military rule (1961-1963). All governments had a strong military component.

The Gwangju Revolt (May 18, 1980) signaled the beginning of the decline of military influence on government. The period ended with the June 1987 Democracy Movement with more than a million people protesting all over the country.

	1987 – 
	The “Sixth Republic”. Military influence was eliminated; direct president elections were instituted; the presidency was limited to one five-year term; and the size of chaebols (business conglomerates) was restricted. The 1988 Seoul Olympics connected South Korea to the world at large.

South Korea became a “normal” modern country.


